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About the author
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh in  

1859. He studied medicine in Edinburgh and practised 

until 1890, when he became a full-time writer. He first 

introduced the character of Sherlock Holmes to the 

public in 1888 in A Study in Scarlet. He published stories 

involving Holmes in The Strand magazine, and Holmes 

quickly became famous. He published many Holmes 

stories in the magazine but wanted to be considered as  

a serious writer, so he decided to kill off Holmes. The  

last Sherlock Holmes story ends with Holmes apparently  

falling to his death with his enemy, Moriarty. But Conan 

Doyle was offered large amounts of money to write 

more stories, which he did. Arthur Conan Doyle died in 

1930, but his hero is still very much alive today. 

Summary 

The Speckled Band 

What is the speckled band? A headscarf? A group of 

gypsies? Whatever it is, it killed Helen’s twin sister Julia 

just before her marriage. Now Helen herself, also on the 

verge of marriage, fears for her life. She calls in Sherlock 

Holmes, who discovers that her stepfather, Dr Roylott, 

recently of India, enjoys his modest income from the will 

of his late wife only until each of the daughters marries. 

He therefore had a strong motive for Julia’s death and 

may also be plotting against Helen too. But how could 

he have killed Julia? She died in a locked and barred 

bedroom, with no apparent signs of violence. The only 

peculiar facts are the bell rope, which goes nowhere, the 

fixing of the bed beneath it and a ventilator which only 

connects with another room. Oh, and the low whistle and 

sound of metal that was heard at the time of Julia’s death. 

Holmes and Watson lie in wait in Helen’s room and 

suddenly, there it is – the speckled band – in fact, a deadly 

snake, slithering down the bell rope onto the bed. Holmes 

beats it with his stick and it returns from whence it came, 

through the ventilator into Dr Roylott’s room, where it 

fatally bites its master. 

The Five Orange Pips 

Why should Elias Openshaw, an ex-planter from the 

southern states of America, now living in Horsham, 

England, be afraid of five orange pips which arrive one 

day in an envelope marked KKK? Whatever the reason, his 

fears are justified as, within ten weeks, he is dead following 

an apparent accident. His brother, Joseph, inherits the 

house and eventually also receives five orange pips. This 

time it is only four days before he dies, again apparently 

accidentally. Now it is John Openshaw’s turn to inherit the 

house and, it seems, the danger, as he too receives a letter 

with five orange pips. He goes to Sherlock Holmes but it is 

too late. On his way home, he also meets with an ‘accident’. 

Holmes does some research and discovers that KKK 

means Ku Klux Klan, a secret organisation against black 

people in the southern United States. He also realises that 

each letter with the pips was posted from a seaport, and 

the distance from the port to Horsham equates to the 

time before the letter and the death. 

Therefore, the sender was on board ship, and only one 

ship from America matches the dates at each seaport. 

Holmes sends a letter to the ship, warning the murderers 

that he is on their trail, but the ship goes down and a 

higher authority exacts revenge. 

The Crown of Diamonds 

Alexander Holder lives with his son, Arthur, his niece,  

Mary, and a small team of servants including Lucy Parr.  

He is a respected banker with a reasonably happy home 

life, but then tragedy strikes and, in his own words, he 

stands to lose his good name, his diamonds and his son, all 

in one night. Mr Holder has lent money to an important 

personage and as security, he has been given a crown of 

diamonds. He takes the crown home and locks it away 

in a cupboard in his dressing room. Then he ensures 

that all doors and windows of his house are locked, but, 

that same night, he wakes to discover his son holding 

the damaged crown. A part of the crown, with three 

diamonds in it, is missing, and when accused of stealing the 

missing diamonds, Arthur refuses to explain his actions.  

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Mr Holder turns him over to the police and goes to 

Sherlock Holmes for help. 

Holmes feels that Arthur must be innocent. Why steal 

the crown, hide part of it then return to be discovered? 

And how could he break off the piece anyway? His 

suspicions fall on Holder’s other relative, Mary, and he is 

able to prove that she stole the crown and passed it out 

of the window to her lover. Arthur realised what was 

happening and gave chase to the fleeing man. He managed 

to grab the crown and, in the struggle, a piece broke off. 

He was returning the crown to its rightful place when 

he was discovered. The thief presumably picked up the 

broken piece and sold it because Holmes is able to track 

it down and buy it back. But in the meantime, Mary has 

disappeared, probably to join her lover, the thief. Knowing 

the man for what he truly is, Holmes thinks this will be 

sufficient punishment for Mary. 

Background and themes 

Nowadays, in the English-speaking world at least, the 

detective story is one of the most popular forms of 

fiction, appearing as novels, plays and films. Yet the 

detective story is a relatively recent invention. In the 

1840s, the American writer, Edgar Allen Poe, wrote three 

stories, including The Murders in the Rue Morgue, which 

are considered to be the predecessors of the detective 

story. There are, however, earlier fictional instances of the 

use of deductive processes, which lie at the heart of the 

detective story. The genre appeared in England with the 

detective in the Dickens novel Bleak House and more 

completely in 1868 with the mystery The Moonstone by 

Dickens’s friend, Wilkie Collins. But in all these cases the 

detective was a policeman, a professional. 

Conan Doyle’s detective, created in the 1880s, was an 

amateur with, apparently, an unlimited stock of knowledge 

about all manner of arcane subjects, such as tobaccos of 

the world and undetectable South American poisons. The 

Holmes stories also set the pattern of the witless sidekick 

– an extremely useful literary device – as it always gives 

someone who, like the reader in most cases, has not a clue 

what is going on and needs to be led like a child through 

the process of deduction. 

The genre came to be known as whodunit (who has done 

it) because all the effort of the detective, and the readers, 

is to discover the perpetrator. But the television character 

Columbo turned even that on its head, with cases in 

which the viewer knows who has done it from the first 

scene, but becomes enthralled in the manner in which the 

shambling detective traps the murderer. 

Discussion activities 

The Speckled Band 

Before reading 
1 Discuss: Ask students if they have read or seen any 

Sherlock Holmes stories. If any have, ask them what 
they can remember of the plot and the way that 
Holmes solves the crime. 

2 Guess: Get students to speculate about the title of 
this short story. Ask them to check the meaning of 
the words ‘speckled’ and ‘band’ in the dictionary if 
necessary. 

While reading 
3 Pair work: (page 4) The twin sisters did not have a 

happy life after their mother died. Ask students to 
find the reasons why. 

4 Discuss: (page 7) Get students to discuss what the 
police and the doctors didn’t find after Julia’s death? 

5 Discuss: (page 8) Helen’s situation now is similar to 
Julia’s at the time of her death. Ask students to 
discuss the following: What are the similarities? 

6 Role play: (page 12) Get students to act out the 
conversation between Sherlock Holmes and Helen 
when he tells her about her stepfather’s visit to his 
place. 

7 Write: Holmes finds a number of clues (on  
pages 13–17). Get students to complete his notes: 
•	 shutters	that	no-one	could	…	
•	 building	work	which	is	…	
•	 bell	ropes	which	…	
•	 ventilators	which	…	
•	 a	large	iron	box	with	a	…	on	top	of	it	
•	 a	small	dog	lead	with	the	end	…	
•	 	a	bed	that	is	…,	near	the	bell	rope	and	under	the	

ventilator 

After reading 
8 Discuss: Ask students to imagine that Dr Roylott did 

not die from the snake bite but was arrested and 
interviewed by the police. Put them in pairs to role 
play the conversation between Roylott and the 
policeman, in which Roylott confesses everything. 

9 Group work: Put students into groups to write a 
short ‘locked room’ story. A person dies in a room 
that is locked and barred. There are no signs of 
violence. How was the murder committed? Each 
group gives clues to the other students and they  
have to try to solve the murder. 
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The Five Orange Pips 

Before reading 
10 Research: Divide students into four groups. Tell them 

that these phrases appear in the story. Ask them to 
find information about the following:  
the KKK (Ku Klux Klan)  
the American Civil War  
planters in Florida  
Jackson’s Army  
Then they present a summary of their findings to the 
rest of the class. 

While reading
11 Role play: (after reading page 28) John Openshaw 

tells Holmes that the police listened to his story with 
a smile. Ask students to role play the conversation 
between John and a police detective after he 
received the letter from London. 

12 Discuss: (page 35) Holmes says he will find the 
murderers, and then the police can have them. Ask 
students to discuss the following: Where should he 
start his work? Why? What information must he find? 

After reading 
13 Write: Ask students to work in groups and make up 

a story about how Elias Openshaw came to have the 
list of KKK members. They must write a paragraph 
about the events. 

14 Group work: Put students into groups and ask them 
to work out how John Openshaw was tricked into 
going down beside the river. 

The Crown of Diamonds 

Before reading 
15 Guess: Ask students to read the title of the story and 

the title of part on page 38. In groups, they discuss 
what this case might be about. Then have a class vote 
for the most interesting case. 

While reading 
16 Pair work: (after reading page 49) Holmes assumes 

the man who brings the vegetables has a wooden leg. 
How did he work this out? Ask students to answer 
the question in pairs. 

17 Discuss: (After the end of part 1 on page 51) Ask 
students to discuss the following questions: What is 
Holmes thinking? What questions does he need to 
answer? 

18 Role play: (page 59) Holmes says he bought the 
diamonds back after some discussion. Ask students in 
pairs to role play the conversation between Holmes 
and the man who had the diamonds. 

After reading 
19 Group work: Ask students to work in groups of  

four and act out the theft of the crown, the fight, the 
return of the damaged crown and the waking of 
Alexander. Each group must contain the following: 
Alexander Holder  
Arthur  
Mary  
Sir George Burnwell

20 Role play: The crown is damaged but the broken 
piece has been recovered. Put students into pairs  
to role play the conversation between Alexander 
Holder and the famous person, when he returns the 
£50,000 and gets his crown back. Does Alexander 
explain exactly what happened? How does the 
famous person react? 

Extra activities 
21 Discuss: Ask students to discuss these questions: 

Which of the three stories in this book has meant  
the most interesting case for Holmes? Which did  
you enjoy the most? Why? 

22 Discuss: Point out to students that many Holmes 
stories have the basic problem as the title of the 
story e.g. The Speckled Band and The Five Orange Pips. 
Put students into groups to think of a strange title for 
a story, then give their title to another group, who 
must make up a story around the title. 

23 Discuss: Ask students in pairs to discuss the following 
question: What must a successful detective be like? 
What must he do to solve the extraordinary cases 
that people bring him? Then they share their opinions 
with the rest of the class. 
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While reading 

The Speckled Band 

1 Match each name with one of the descriptions. 

 a Sherlock Holmes ….. 

 b Dr Watson ….. 

 c Baker Street ….. 

 d Mrs Hudson ….. 

 e Mrs Farintosh ….. 

 f Helen Stoner ….. 

 g Dr Roylott ….. 

 h Stoke Moran ….. 

 i Calcutta ….. 

 j Julia Stoner ….. 

  1) a person who Holmes helped in the past 

   2) a servant to Holmes and Watson 

  3) a detective 

  4) Helen Stoner’s stepfather 

  5) Helen’s twin sister 

  6) Holmes’s friend and helper 

  7)  the woman who came to see Holmes 

early in the morning 

  8) where Helen Stoner and Dr Roylott live 

  9) where Dr Stoner worked in the past 

  10) where Holmes and Watson live 

2 Helen says (page 4) ‘But our stepfather 

changed at about this time.’  

Complete these sentences about Dr Roylott. 

Use a verb from the box in each case.

allowed argued ended be controlled  

became shut liked made went  

threw was not reported 

 a He …………… himself away in the old 

house. 

 b He …………… with everyone. 

 c His temper was …………… worse by his 

time in prison. 

 d Two terrible fights …………… in the police 

court. 

 e He …………… the terror of the village. 

 f He cannot …………… when he is angry. 

 g Last week he …………… a man off a bridge 

into a stream. 

 h This …………… to the police because Helen 

paid money. 

 i He …………… travelling people to camp on 

his land. 

 j Sometimes he …………… away with them 

for several weeks. 

 k He …………… Indian animals which were 

sent over to him by a friend. 

3 Put in order these events from the night of 

Julia’s death. 

 a c Helen called loudly for her stepfather. 

 b c Helen heard a low whistle. 

 c c Helen heard a noise like metal falling. 

 d c Helen heard her sister scream. 

 e c Helen opened her bedroom door. 

 f c Helen ran down the passage. 

 g c Helen threw her arms round her sister. 

 h c Julia came out of her bedroom. 

 i c Julia fell to the ground. 

 j c Julia locked her bedroom door. 

 k c  Julia pointed in the direction of the 

doctor’s room. 

 l c Julia screamed, ‘The speckled band!’ 

 m c Julia went into her bedroom. 

4 Match the word or words in each column to 

make phrases from the final part of the story. 

 a bright  1) band 

 b middle  2) bird 

 c dark  3) box 

 d long, thin  4) candle 

 e box  5) chair 

 f end  6) clock 

 g terrible  7) cry 

 h night  8) face 

 i church  9) hours 

 j burning  10) knees 

 k heated  11) lamp 

 l small  12) lead 

 m gentle  13) light 

 n steam  14) matches 

 o bell  15) metal 

 p low, clear  16) oil 

 q pale  17) pot 

 r horrible  18) road 

 s iron  19) rope 

 t wooden  20) snake 

 u dog  21) sound 

 v terrible  22) spots 

 w strange  23) stare 

 x brown  24) stick 

 y most dangerous type  25) whistle 

 z dead man’s  26) window 
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The Five Orange Pips 

5 Match the statements (a–f ) and replies (1–6) 

from pages 22 and 23. 

 a Who would come tonight? ….. 

 b I have come for advice. ….. 

 c And help. ….. 

 d I heard from Captain Prendergast how you 

saved him in that business at the Tankerville 

Club. ….. 

 e He said that you could solve anything – that 

you are never beaten. ….. 

 f Tell me some details of your case. ….. 

  1)  Ah, of course. They said that he cheated at 

cards. 

  2)  I have been beaten – three times by men 

and once by a woman. 

  3)  If someone needs my help, it must be a 

serious case. 

  4) It is not an ordinary one. 

  5) That is easy. 

  6) That is not always so easy. 

6 Match the statements (a–h) and replies (1–8) 

from the conversation between John and 

Holmes on pages 28–30.

 a What have you done? ….. 

 b Has he (the policeman) come with you 

tonight? ….. 

 c So why did you come to me? And why did 

you not come immediately? ….. 

 d Have you anything else than can help us? ….. 

 e You must go home immediately, and act. ….. 

 f Do you understand? ….. 

 g How will you go home? ….. 

 h Remember to guard yourself well. ….. 

  1) By train from Waterloo Station. 

  2) Completely. 

  3) I am carrying a gun. 

  4)  I only spoke to Captain Prendergast about 

my problem today, and he told me to 

come and see you. 

  5) No, he was ordered to stay in the house. 

  6) Nothing. 

   7) There is one thing. 

  8) What shall I do? 

The Crown of Diamonds 

7 Match each verb with one of the sentence 

endings to make the actions of the man who 

came to see Holmes.

 a He ran ….. 

 b He waved ….. 

 c He shook ….. 

 d He rushed ….. 

 e He moved ….. 

 f He pulled ….. 

  1) his head. 

  2) at his hair. 

  3) at the door. 

  4) from side to side. 

  5) his arms up and down. 

  6) along the street. 

8 Who said each of the following things (pages 

42 to 45)? Write the name of the character.

 a ‘Where have you put it?’ 

  ……………………………………………… 

 b ‘I have been too generous with you already.’ 

  ………………………………………………

 c ‘Did you give Lucy permission to go out 

tonight?’ 

  ……………………………………………… 

 d ‘What are you doing with the crown?’ 

  ……………………………………………… 

 e ‘It would be to your advantage if I could leave 

the house for five minutes first.’ 

  ………………………………………………

 f ‘I have lost my good name, my diamonds and 

my son in one night.’ 

  ……………………………………………… 

9 How does Alexander reply to these questions 

and statements on pages 45 and 46. Give the 

answers.

 a Do you have many guests in your house?

  ………………………………………………

 b Do you go out much? 

  ………………………………………………

 c That is unusual for a young girl. 

  ………………………………………………

 d This business was a shock to her too. 

  ……………………………………………… 

 e And you both believe that your son is guilty?

  ……………………………………………… 

 f Was the rest of the crown damaged?

  ……………………………………………… 
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The Speckled Band 

1 Write the names next to the person who says or 

thinks this. 

Dr Watson Sherlock Holmes Helen Stoner  

Julia Stoner Dr Roylott 

a ‘It’s not the cold that makes me shake.’ 

 ………………………… 

b ‘Stay away from my business. I know that Miss  

Stone has been here.’ …………………………

c ‘Have you heard anyone whistle in the middle of  

the night?’ …………………………

d ‘You must lock away from him tonight.’ 

 ………………………… 

e ‘We must stop a clever and horrible crime.’ 

 ………………………… 

2 What happened first? Number the sentences. 

a c This was followed by a strong smell of burning  

oil: someone in the next room had lit a small 

lamp. 

b c Then the two men heard a low clear whistle.

c c The two men rushed into Dr Roylott’s room.

d c Twelve o’clock passed and one, and two and  

three. 

e c Holmes and Watson sat silently, waiting for  

something to happen. 

f c Round the doctor’s head there was a very  

dangerous snake. 

g c After half an hour a very gentle sound like  

steam escaping from a pot was heard. 

h c Next Holmes and Watson heard a loud scream  

of pain and anger. 

i c Suddenly a light shone in the direction of the  

ventilator. 

j c Holmes jumped from the bed, lit the candle 

and struck with his stick at the bell rope. 

The Five Orange Pips 

3 Match a sentence from a–e to one from 1–5.

a Elias Openshaw left Florida and came back to  

England. ….. 

b Uncle Elias was found face down in a small lake at  

the bottom of the garden. ….. 

c John’s father fell into a deep hole and died soon  

afterwards. ….. 

d The letters come from places which are all ports.  

….. 

e John’s body was found near Waterloo Bridge. …..

 1) The police thought it was an accident. 

 2)  The police thought he had fallen into the river 

by mistake in the dark. 

 3)  The police thought he killed himself because he 

had been acting strangely.

 4) He had a very strong reason. 

 5) The writers must be on a ship. 

The Crown of Diamonds 

4 Choose the correct option. 

a A very important man wanted the bank to lend 

him fifty thousand pounds because ….. 

 1) he wanted to make it a matter of business. 

 2) he couldn’t borrow that sum from his friends. 

 3) he had lost the money playing cards. 

b Mr Holder took the crown of diamonds home 

because ….. 

 1) he wanted his son to see it. 

 2) several banks had been robbed. 

 3) he had been asked not to lose sight of it. 

c Mary refused to marry Arthur because ….. 

 1) they were cousins. 

 2) he always lost money at horse races. 

 3) she was in love with another man. 

d Mr Holder wrote a cheque ….. 

 1) to pay Holmes for his work. 

 2) to get his son out of prison. 

 3) to allow Holmes to buy the diamonds back. 

e Mary wrote a letter saying ….. 

 1) she would kill herself. 

 2) she was leaving. 

 3) she was marrying Sir George. 

5 What happened the night the crown disappeared? 

Choose the right name to complete the sentences. 

Boots Wooden leg Arthur Mary Mr Holder 

a ……………… was the man who brought the  

vegetables. He came to see Lucy, the young servant.

b ……………… talked to her lover through the 

window and gave him the crown. 

c ……………… was a dangerous man. He was hurt 

in the fight for the crown. His blood was on the 

snow. 

d ……………… found his son in the room with the 

crown. When he did not answer his questions, the 

banker thought he was the thief. 

e ……………… kept his cousin’s secret and went to 

prison for it. 
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Book key
1 Open answers 

2 a lawyer, stepfather b crown, veil  

c revolver, snake, (poker) d shutters, ventilate

3 c, d 

4 a B b DR c DR d B e B f HS g HS 

h DR i HS j DR 

5 a 5 b 9 c 7 d 2 e 4 f 8 g 1 h 3 i 6 

6 a The police found no marks of violence on the 

body, and doctors found no signs of poison.  

People believe that she died of fear. 

 b No, because he is rude, violent and noisy. 

 c No, because if she marries, he will lose 250 pounds 

a year. 

7 Open answers 

8 a DR b HS c EB d HS e HS f HS, DR 

g DR h HS i  EB j DR 

9 a The noise of the building work makes Helen move 

her bedroom next to his. 

 b He keeps his snake inside the iron box. 

 c His medical knowledge gives him information about 

poisons that cannot be discovered.

 d The bell rope helps the snake to pass from the 

ventilator to Helen’s bed. 

 e The snake passes through the ventilator into 

Helen’s bedroom. 

 f The snake returns to its box when it hears his 

whistle. 

10 a He knows that nobody from outside can get in,  

so the band of travellers cannot be guilty.

 b It is the sound of the snake coming through the 

ventilator. 

 c It is strange that it does not open to the outside air. 

 d It is not connected to a bell. 

 e It is fixed to the floor. The murderer wants to 

know exactly where Helen is at night. 

 f It has often been stood on. Roylott uses it to reach 

the ventilator with his snake. 

 g It is the sound of Dr Roylott closing the metal box 

after the snake has returned. 

11 a Open answers 

 b No. (Possible answer: to protect Mary) 

 c Open answers 

12 a The war between the North and South of the 

country. 

 b An important officer in the southern states’ army. 

13 a ✗ b ✗ c ✓ d ✗ e ✓ f ✓ g ✗ h ✓  

i ✓ j ✓

14 a The postmarks on the envelopes show that the 

orange pips were posted from different seaports. 

 b The piece of light blue paper is from Elias 

Openshaw’s private diary. It shows that he had 

connections with the K.K.K. 

 c The book gives Holmes information about the 

connection between orange pips and the K.K.K. 

It also shows that the power of the K.K.K. ended 

in the same year that Elias left the USA with the 

society’s papers. 

 d Holmes goes to the port of London to study the 

lists of ships for Pondicherry and Dundee. This 

information helps him to discover the importance 

of the Lone Star. 

 e One of the workers at the port tells Holmes that 

three officers were not on the Lone Star when  

John Openshaw was murdered. 

15 a Because they did not return the K.K.K.’s papers. 

 b The K.K.K. 

 c Possible answer: He is probably unhappy, because 

he could not save John Openshaw’s life and the 

three murderers died before they were caught. 

16–17 Open answers 

18 a worried b six c dislikes d dressing room  

e angry f outside g is not h Lucy i another  

j outside 

19 a He is studying the footprints and other marks in 

the snow. 

 b He was standing outside the kitchen door on the 

night that the diamonds were stolen. 

 c He wants to see how the cupboard was opened, 

and how noisy the lock is. 

 d It has a bent, broken edge, which shows it was not 

easy to take the diamonds off. 

 e If it broke, it would make a ‘noise like a gunshot’. 

Mr Holder was not woken by a loud noise, so the 

crown was not broken inside the house. 

 f He wants to know whether Arthur was wearing 

shoes (because some of the footprints in the snow 

were of a man without shoes). 
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20 Mr Holder told Arthur and Mary about the crown 

while they were having coffee. Arthur thought that 

the crown would not be safe in the cupboard in the 

dressing room. Later, Arthur asked his father for 

some money, but his father angrily refused. Mr Holder 

checked the crown, spoke to Mary and went to bed. 

He was woken at two o’clock in the morning by a soft 

noise. He found Arthur in the next room with crown 

in his hands. Mary rushed into the room and fell to the 

floor. Arthur did not tell his father where the diamonds 

were and his father insulted him. The police were 

called and Arthur was taken away. 

21–22 Open answers 

23 a Holmes b Mr Holder c Mary, Mr Holder 

d Arthur, Mary e Mary, Sir George Burnwell 

f Arthur, Sir George Burnwell g Arthur  

h Sir George Burnwell 

24 Mr Holder is happy to get the diamonds back, 

unhappy about Mary and angry with himself for not 

believing his son. 

 Arthur is hurt that Mary loves Sir George Burnwell 

and that his father insulted him. He will feel happier 

when his father apologises to him. 

 Mary feels guilty about causing trouble for Mr Holder 

and Arthur, but is happy to be with Sir George.  

Sir George Burnwell is pleased that he has not been  

sent to prison and that he has £600 for the diamonds. 

The man with the diamonds is very happy, because  

he bought the diamonds for £600 and sold them for  

£3,000. 

25 a He wears old clothes to visit Sir George.

 b He finds a lot of footprints in the snow. 

 c Blood on the snow shows him that there was a 

fight. 

 d Mary’s face showed shock when she saw Arthur 

with the crown. 

 e She believed that Sir George had stolen the crown. 

 f The wet footprint shows that a man with no shoes 

(Arthur) climbed in through the hall window.

 g Arthur does not tell the truth about the diamonds 

because of his love for Mary. 

 h Sir George’s old shoes are the same size as the 

footprints in the snow. 

 i Holmes pays 3,000 pounds to get the diamonds 

back. Later, Mr Holder gives him a cheque for the 

same amount. 

26 a Holmes is talking to Mr Holder about Mary’s 

disappearance with Sir George. 

 b Holmes is talking to Mr Holder about Arthur. 

 c Mr Holder is talking to Holmes after he hears the 

truth about the diamonds. 

 d Sir George is talking to Holmes about the 

diamonds. 

 e Holmes is talking to Mr Holder about Mary. 

27–37 Open answers 

Discussion activities key 
1 Open answers 

2 Suggested answer:  

Speckled:  

Band: 

3 Suggested answer: 

 Dr Roylott had a very violent temper: no servants 

stayed with the family for long, the sisters had to do 

all the housework; Dr Roylott kept Indian animals in 

the house, etc. 

4 Suggested answer: 

 They were unable to find the cause of Julia’s death. 

 There were no marks of violence on her. 

5 Suggested answer:  

Helen is getting married soon. 

 She is sleeping in her sister’s bedroom. 

 She has heard the low whistle her sister heard before 

her death. 

6 Open answers 

7 Suggested answer: 

	 •	 shutters	that	no	one	can	open	if	the	iron	bars	are	
in place. 

	 •	 building	work	which	is	not	necessary.	
	 •	 bell	ropes	which	are	not	real	bells.	
	 •	 ventilators	which	go	into	another	room	when	they	

could go to the outside air. 

	 •	 a	large	iron	box	with	a	small	bowl	of	milk	on	top	 
of it. 

	 •	 a	small	dog	lead	with	the	end	tied	in	a	small	circle.	
	 •	 a	bed	that	is	fixed	to	the	floor,	near	the	bell	rope	

and under the ventilator. 

8–10 Open answers



Three Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

Three Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - Answer keys  3 of 3pearsonenglishreaders.com  © Pearson Education Limited 2015

Answer keysLEVEL 4 Teacher Support Programme

Activity worksheets key 
1 a 3 b 6 c 10 d 2 e 1 f 7 g 4 h 8  

i 9 j 5 

2 a shut

 b argued 

 c made 

 d ended 

 e became 

 f be controlled 

 g threw 

 h was not reported 

 i allowed 

 j went 

 k liked 

3 a 13 b 5 c 6 d 3 e 4 f 7 g 9 h 8  

i 10 j 2 k 12 l 11 m 1 

4 a 13 b 26 c 18 d 24 e 14 f 4 g 9  

h 2 i 6 j 16 k 15 l 11 m 21 n 17  

o 19 p 25 q 8 r 7 s 3 t 5 u 12  

v 23 w 1 x 22 y 20 z 10

5 a 3 b 5 c 6 d 1 e 2 f 4 

6 a 6 b 5 c 4 d 7 e 8 f 2 g 1 h 3 

7 a 6 b 5 c 1 d 3 e 4 f 2 

8 a Arthur

 b Alexander 

 c Mary 

 d Alexander 

 e Arthur 

 f Alexander 

9 a None, except for my business partner and his family, 

and sometimes Arthur’s friends. 

 b Arthur does. Mary and I stay at home. 

 c She is quiet. And she is not very young. She is 

twenty-four. 

 d A terrible shock! 

 e I saw him with my own eyes with the crown in his 

hands. 

 f Yes, it was bent out of shape. 

Progress test key 
1 a Helen Stoner b Dr Roylott c Julia Stoner 

d Sherlock Holmes e Dr Watson

2 a 4 b 7 c 9 d 1 e 2 f 10 g 5 h 8  

i 3 j 6 

3 a 4 b 3 c 1 d 5 e 2 

4 a 1 b 2 c 3 d 3 e 2 

5 a Wooden leg b Mary c Boots d Mr Holder  

e Arthur 

11 Suggested answers:  

John: I need your help. 

 Police detective: Clam down, sir. What do you need 

help with? 

 John: My uncle died some time ago. Everybody 

believed it was an accident at the time but I don’t 

think so. He had got a letter some time before and 

got very afraid. Then my father died. He was found  

in a hole. There was another letter before that.  

The letters were the same, with the same message. 

And now there is another letter. I am in danger. 

 Police detective: These letters can be a joke. Someone 

wants to be funny. Or make you afraid. The deaths of 

the other men were accidents. You are in no danger. 

And we have a lot of work. Goodbye. 

12 Suggested answers: 

 He should start at the port because the letters came 

from cities with a big port. 

 He must find a connection between the cities and a 

person or ship. 

13–15 Open answers

16 Suggested answers: 

 Because he looked at the snow carefully and he saw 

different prints: heavy boots, a small round mark next 

to a footprint, near the gate.

17 Suggested answer: 

 Holmes thinks Arthur is innocent. He did not steal 

the crown. But why did he have it in his hands? Why 

doesn’t he answer the questions? Then who stole it? 

The windows were locked. If someone else stole the 

crown, how did that person get into the house?  

Is Lucy, the female servant, honest? 

 Holmes needs to see the house in Streatham, and  

talk to more people. 

18 Suggested answer: 

 Holmes: I am interested in the stones you bought a 

short time ago.  

Man: Which ones? 

 Holmes: Three small brilliant stones. 

 Man: Why do you want them? 

 Holmes: They are very important for me. They have 

been in the family for a long time. They used to be 

my grandmother’s. And they are part of a larger piece 

that I would like to repair. Then I can give it to my 

wife as a present. 

 Man: But I paid for them. They are expensive.  

Holmes: I can pay you well. A thousand pounds for 

each. 

 Man: Done! Here you are. 

19–23 Open answers 
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9781405882064 Alexander the Great (Book) Fiona Beddall British English 14688 1,700 72 Born in 356 BC, Alexander the Great became the king of Macedonia at age twenty. When he dies at age thirty-two, 

he ruled the biggest empire that the world had ever known. Many people died during his rule, but he became a 
hero to many.

9781408294239 Alexander the Great (MP3 
Audio CD Pack)

Fiona Beddall British English 14688 1,700 72 Born in 356 BC, Alexander the Great became the king of Macedonia at age twenty. When he dies at age thirty-two, 
he ruled the biggest empire that the world had ever known. Many people died during his rule, but he became a 
hero to many.

9781447930600 Checkmate (Book) Malorie Blackman British English 18245 1,700 88 Callie Rose is mixed race in a country where people are judged by their colour. Her father is dead and she hates 
her mother. Her Uncle Jude seems to offer her friendship and comfort &#8211; but Jude wants to punish Callie 
Rose’s mother and use his niece in his war against society ...

9781447961581 Checkmate (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Malorie Blackman British English 18245 1,700 88 Callie Rose is mixed race in a country where people are judged by their colour. Her father is dead and she hates 
her mother. Her Uncle Jude seems to offer her friendship and comfort &#8211; but Jude wants to punish Callie 
Rose’s mother and use his niece in his war against society ...

9781405882118 Detective Work (Book) John Escott British English 10933 1700 72 One summer, Paul gets a holiday job at the Repsom museum. But when someone steals a valuable diamond 
necklace, Paul's life becomes frightening because the police believe that Paul is one who took it. But who really 
took the necklace and why? The real thief must be found.

9781408294260 Detective Work (MP3 Audio 
CD Pack)

John Escott British English 10933 1700 72 One summer, Paul gets a holiday job at the Repsom museum. But when someone steals a valuable diamond 
necklace, Paul's life becomes frightening because the police believe that Paul is one who took it. But who really 
took the necklace and why? The real thief must be found.

9781405867757 Doctor Faustus (Book) Christopher Marlowe British English 11223 1,700 64 Doctor Faustus is a clever man, who is greedy for knowledge and power. He signs an agreement with the devil, but 
there are two sides to an agreement. And a price to pay.

9781408294291 Doctor Faustus (MP3 Audio 
CD Pack)

Christopher Marlowe British English 11223 1,700 64 Doctor Faustus is a clever man, who is greedy for knowledge and power. He signs an agreement with the devil, but 
there are two sides to an agreement. And a price to pay.

9781405882149 Emma (Book) Jane Austen British English 15218 1700 80 Emma Woodhouse is beautiful, clever and rich. She likes to arrange marriages between her friends and 
neighbours in the village of Highbury. But Emma makes a lot of mistakes and causes more problems than happy 
marriages. Then she almost loses her own chance of love. 

9781408289532 Emma (MP3 Audio CD Pack) Jane Austen British English 15218 1700 80 Emma Woodhouse is beautiful, clever and rich. She likes to arrange marriages between her friends and 
neighbours in the village of Highbury. But Emma makes a lot of mistakes and causes more problems than happy 
marriages. Then she almost loses her own chance of love. 

9781405882156 Evening Class (Book) Maeve Binchy British English 18626 1700 88 Thirty people join an Italian evening class. All have their own reasons. Connie needs to escape from an unhappy 
home life; Lou has criminal intentions. Aidan and Signora have organized the classes. All their lives are changed 
forever.

9781408289549 Evening Class (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Maeve Binchy British English 18626 1700 88 Thirty people join an Italian evening class. All have their own reasons. Connie needs to escape from an unhappy 
home life; Lou has criminal intentions. Aidan and Signora have organized the classes. All their lives are changed 
forever.

9781405882163 Falling Leaves (Book) Adeline Yen Mah British English 21992 1,700 88 This book is the life story and family history of Adeline Yen Mah. Adeline was born in China at a time of great 
change and trouble. At the same time, she suffered terrible unkindness from the members of her own family. 
Falling Leaves is a story of pain and fear, but also of hope as Adeline fights for her independence.

9781408294307 Falling Leaves (MP3 Audio 
CD Pack)

Adeline Yen Mah British English 21992 1,700 88 This book is the life story and family history of Adeline Yen Mah. Adeline was born in China at a time of great 
change and trouble. At the same time, she suffered terrible unkindness from the members of her own family. 
Falling Leaves is a story of pain and fear, but also of hope as Adeline fights for her independence.

9781405882187 Gladiator (Book) Dewey Gram American English 21055 1,700 88 Maximus is a general in the Roman army. After his last battle he wants to return to his family. But the new 
Emperor Commodus hates Maximus, and kills his family. Soon Maximus is a prisoner, then a slave, and finally a 
gladiator. Based on the award-winning movie starring Russell Crowe.

9781447934912 Gladiator (with MP3) Dewey Gram American English 21055 1,700 88 Maximus is a general in the Roman army. After his last battle he wants to return to his family. But the new 
Emperor Commodus hates Maximus, and kills his family. Soon Maximus is a prisoner, then a slave, and finally a 
gladiator. Based on the award-winning movie starring Russell Crowe.

9781405882231 Inventions that Changed the 
World (Book)

David Maule American English 15423 1700 72 Inventors are special people. They see everyday objects and imagine something better. They solve old problems 
with new ideas. Their inventions can help people or destroy them, but only the greatest ideas will change the 
world. This book will tell you about many of the most interesting and important inventions, from 2,500 years ago 
to the present day.



9781408289600 Inventions that Changed the 
World (MP3 Audio CD Pack)

David Maule American English 15423 1700 72 Inventors are special people. They see everyday objects and imagine something better. They solve old problems 
with new ideas. Their inventions can help people or destroy them, but only the greatest ideas will change the 
world. This book will tell you about many of the most interesting and important inventions, from 2,500 years ago 
to the present day.

9781405865135 King Solomon's Mines (Book) Sir H. Rider Haggard British English 17950 1,700 88 Sir Henry Curtis, Captain John Good and Allan Quatermain are travelling to the mysterious, unmapped heart of 
Africa. Sir Henry wants to find his missing brother. Quatermain wants to find King Solomon's secret treasure. Is Sir 
Henry's brother still alive? Will they find King Solomon's treasure? Does the treasure even exist...?

9781408291382 Knife Edge (Book) Malorie Blackman British English 19543 1,700 88 Sephy is a dark-skinned Cross in a society where people are judged by their colour and Crosses have the power. 
But after terrible disagreements with her family, Sephy is alone with her mixed-race baby. The baby’s nought 
father is dead &#8211; and his brother wants to kill her. Can she protect herself and her child?

9781447938088 Knife Edge (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Malorie Blackman British English 19543 1,700 88 Sephy is a dark-skinned Cross in a society where people are judged by their colour and Crosses have the power. 
But after terrible disagreements with her family, Sephy is alone with her mixed-race baby. The baby’s nought 
father is dead &#8211; and his brother wants to kill her. Can she protect herself and her child?

9781405865142 Lorna Doone (Book) R. D. Blackmore British English 11305 1,700 72 John Ridd of Somerset is twelve years old in 1673 when his father is killed by Carver Doone. John later meets and 
falls in love with Lorna Doone. She turns out to be the daughter of a rich Lord, and Carver Doone intends to marry 
her to get her inheritance. Can John save Lorna from her worst fears?

9781408294352 Lorna Doone (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

R. D. Blackmore British English 11305 1,700 72 John Ridd of Somerset is twelve years old in 1673 when his father is killed by Carver Doone. John later meets and 
falls in love with Lorna Doone. She turns out to be the daughter of a rich Lord, and Carver Doone intends to marry 
her to get her inheritance. Can John save Lorna from her worst fears?

9781405882262 Love Actually (Book) Richard Curtis British English 13673 1,700 72 In London, Christmas is coming and the people in this story have love on their minds. A romantic comedy about 
very different people who have found love and lost love.

9781408294376 Love Actually (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Richard Curtis British English 13673 1700 72 In London, Christmas is coming and the people in this story have love on their minds. A romantic comedy about 
very different people who have found love and lost love.

9781405862431 Macbeth (Book) William Shakespeare British English 11379 1,700 72 Macbeth is a brave and thoughtful soldier, who has a terrible weakness - his political ambition. Macbeth wants to 
be king, and he and his wife make murderous plans to make it happen. But how many people will have to die 
before their dreams come true? Macbeth is Shakespeare's great play about the fall into evil.

9781408289556 Macbeth (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

William Shakespeare British English 11379 1,700 72 Macbeth is a brave and thoughtful soldier, who has a terrible weakness - his political ambition. Macbeth wants to 
be king, and he and his wife make murderous plans to make it happen. But how many people will have to die 
before their dreams come true? Macbeth is Shakespeare's great play about the fall into evil.

9781405882286 On the Beach (Book) Nevil Shute British English 32655 1700 136 A nuclear war has taken place. The nuclear bombs and the fallout have destroyed the northern hemisphere of the 
world. In Australia, people are trying to live as normally as possible. But is this the end of life on earth? This novel 
inspired the 1959 award-winning movie featuring Gregory Peck, Ava Gardner and Fred Astaire.

9781408294406 On the Beach (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Nevil Shute British English 32655 1,700 136 A nuclear war has taken place. The nuclear bombs and the fallout have destroyed the northern hemisphere of the 
world. In Australia, people are trying to live as normally as possible. But is this the end of life on earth? This novel 
inspired the 1959 award-winning movie featuring Gregory Peck, Ava Gardner and Fred Astaire.

9781405882309 Seven (Book) Anthony Bruno American English 11376 1,700 72 Seven is a thrilling crime story about seven shocking murders and a killer inspired by the Seven Deadly Sins. Based 
on a major motion picture starring Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman.

9781405882316 Shakespeare - His Life and 
Plays (Book)

Will Fowler British English 14766 1,700 72 Shakespeare's plays are famous all over the world, but what do we know about his life? This fascinating book 
describes Shakespeare's life from the early times in Stratford, then as an actor and dramatist in London, to his 
final years.

9781405882330 Teacher Man (Book) Franck McCourt American English 21772 1,700 88 Frank McCourt was a teacher in New York for thirty years. Read the true story of one man's surprising, upsetting, 
but sometimes funny experiences in the classroom.

9781408294437 Teacher Man (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Franck McCourt American English 21772 1,700 88 Frank McCourt was a teacher in New York for thirty years. Read the true story of one man's surprising, upsetting, 
but sometimes funny experiences in the classroom.

9781408221082 The Bourne Identity (Book) Robert Ludlum American English 23743 1,700 88 The man has been shot many times, but he lives. Who wants to kill him, and why? The man can't remember. He 
can't even remember his name. As he begins to learn about his past, he becomes even more confused. Read the 
thrilling novel that was adapted into the hit movie starring Matthew Damon.

9781408289501 The Bourne Identity (MP3 
Audio CD Pack)

Robert Ludlum American English 23743 1,700 88 The man has been shot many times, but he lives. Who wants to kill him, and why? The man can't remember. He 
can't even remember his name. As he begins to learn about his past, he becomes even more confused. Read the 
thrilling novel that was adapted into the hit movie starring Matthew Damon.



9781405865128 The Canterville Ghost and 
Other Stories

Oscar Wilde British English 16022 1700 80 The famous Canterville Ghost haunts an old house, but the ghost becomes unhappy when the new owners play 
tricks on him! In the other stories, we meet Lord Arthur Savile, who has to murder someone before he can get 
married, and we discover the secret life of beautiful Lady Alroy.

9781408289518 The Canterville Ghost and 
Other Stories (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

Oscar Wilde British English 16022 1700 80 The famous Canterville Ghost haunts an old house, but the ghost becomes unhappy when the new owners play 
tricks on him! In the other stories, we meet Lord Arthur Savile, who has to murder someone before he can get 
married, and we discover the secret life of beautiful Lady Alroy.

9781405882095 The Client John Grisham British English 12166 1700 72 Mark Sway is eleven and knows a terrible secret. He knows where a body is hidden. With that body, the FBI can 
prove a Mafia murder. Mark needs help and he needs it now.

9781408294253 The Client (MP3 Audio CD 
Pack)

John Grisham British English 12166 1700 72 Mark Sway is eleven and knows a terrible secret. He knows where a body is hidden. With that body, the FBI can 
prove a Mafia murder. Mark needs help and he needs it now.

9781405882132 The Doll's House and Other 
Stories (Book)

Katherine Mansfield British English 10600 1,700 72 Katherine Mansfield was born in New Zealand, and was a prolific writer of short stories. This collection features 
four of her stories written between 1917 and 1922 and includes Bliss, Mr Reginald Peacock's Day, The Doll's House 
and The Garden Party.

9781408294284 The Doll's House and Other 
Stories (MP3 Audio CD Pack)

Katherine Mansfield British English 10600 1,700 72 Katherine Mansfield was born in New Zealand, and was a prolific writer of short stories. This collection features 
four of her stories written between 1917 and 1922 and includes Bliss, Mr Reginald Peacock's Day, The Doll's House 
and The Garden Party.

9781405862448 The Go-Between (Book) L. P. Hartley British English 42513 1,700 168 It is the summer of 1900 and Leo is staying with his friend Marcus. Leo likes Marcus's beautiful older sister very 
much. To make her happy, he becomes a secret messenger for her and a local farmer. But then he realizes what 
their messages are about, and his whole life begins to change.

9781408294321 The Go-Between (MP3-Audio 
CD Pack)

L. P. Hartley British English 42513 1,700 168 It is the summer of 1900 and Leo is staying with his friend Marcus. Leo likes Marcus's beautiful older sister very 
much. To make her happy, he becomes a secret messenger for her and a local farmer. But then he realizes what 
their messages are about, and his whole life begins to change.

9781405882248 The Locked Room and Other 
Horror Stories (Book)

M.R. James British English 13489 1,700 72 There are strange and horrible creatures, witches, a boy with no heart, and screams that are heard in the night. 
M.R. James was one of the greatest ghost and horror writers of all time, and this collection of nine stories 
introduces you to his chilling genius.

9781447927839 The Locked Room and Other 
Horror Stories (MP3 Audio 
CD Pack)

M.R. James British English 13489 1,700 72 There are strange and horrible creatures, witches, a boy with no heart, and screams that are heard in the night. 
M.R. James was one of the greatest ghost and horror writers of all time, and this collection of nine stories 
introduces you to his chilling genius.

9781405882279 The Merchant of Venice William Shakespeare British English 16776 1700 88 Antonio is a successful merchant. To help his friend get married, he borrows money from a money-lender, 
Shylock. What will happen if he cannot repay the loan in three months?

9781408289563 The Merchant of Venice 
(MP3 Audio CD Pack)

William Shakespeare British English 16776 1700 88 Antonio is a successful merchant. To help his friend get married, he borrows money from a money-lender, 
Shylock. What will happen if he cannot repay the loan in three months?

9781405882293 The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde British English 16326 1700 88 Basil Hallward paints a portrait of a handsome young man, Dorian Gray. Dorian wishes that he could always stay 
handsome and young, and his wish comes true. But there are consequences.

9781408289570 The Picture of Dorian Gray 
(MP3 Audio CD Pack)

Oscar Wilde British English 16326 1700 88 Basil Hallward paints a portrait of a handsome young man, Dorian Gray. Dorian wishes that he could always stay 
handsome and young, and his wish comes true. But there are consequences.

9781405882347 The Time Machine (Book) H.G. Wells British English 21527 1,700 88 The Time Traveller built a time machine and goes into the future to the year 802,701. Does he find a better world? 
Can he return home? A classic novel by H G Wells.

9781408294475 The Time Machine (MP3 
Audio CD Pack)

H. G. Wells British English 21527 1,700 88 The Time Traveller built a time machine and goes into the future to the year 802,701. Does he find a better world? 
Can he return home? A classic novel by H G Wells.

9781405862424 Three Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle British English 15431 1700 80 Sherlock Holmes is a great detective. There are few cases that he cannot solve. In this collection, Sherlock Holmes 
skills are put to the test in three adventures: The Speckled Band, The Five Orange Pips, and The Crown of 
Diamonds.

9781408294468 Three Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes (MP3 Audio 
CD Pack)

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle British English 15431 1700 80 Sherlock Holmes is a great detective. There are few cases that he cannot solve. In this collection, Sherlock Holmes 
skills are put to the test in three adventures: The Speckled Band, The Five Orange Pips, and The Crown of 
Diamonds.

9781405882354 Women in Business (Book) David Evans British English 13558 1,700 64 This book tells the business success stories of five remarkable women: Coco Chanel, Hanae Mori, Anita Roddick, 
Oprah Winfrey and Madonna.

9781408289587 Women in Business (MP3 
Audio CD Pack)

David Evans British English 13558 1,700 64 This book tells the business success stories of five remarkable women: Coco Chanel, Hanae Mori, Anita Roddick, 
Oprah Winfrey and Madonna.

9781405862417 1984 (Book) George Orwell British English 19,465 1,700 88 Winston Smith lives in a society where the government controls people’s lives every second of the day. Alone in his 
small, one-room apartment, Winston dreams of a better life. Is freedom from this life of suffering possible? There 
must be something that the Party cannot control – something like love, perhaps?

9781408294222 1984 (MP3 Audio CD Pack) George Orwell British English 19,465 1,700 88 Winston Smith lives in a society where the government controls people’s lives every second of the day. Alone in his 
small, one-room apartment, Winston dreams of a better life. Is freedom from this life of suffering possible? There 
must be something that the Party cannot control – something like love, perhaps?

9781405882224 The House of Stairs (Book) Barbara Vine British English 14374 1400 72 Twenty years ago a group of people lived in a house in London. One of them was murdered, but who was it? We 
slowly find out the truth, as the past, the present and the future join together in a frightening story.



9781405882323 Strangers on a Train (Book) Patricia Highsmith American English 11810 1400 72 Guy Haines is travelling through Texas on a train when a stranger invites him to share a meal. But the stranger has 
a terrible plan. ‘You murder my father, and I’ll murder your wife,’ he suggests. So begins Guy’s journey into a world 
of madness, lies and death.

9781408294420 Strangers on a Train (MP3 
Audio CD Pack)

Patricia Highsmith American English 11810 1400 72 Guy Haines is travelling through Texas on a train when a stranger invites him to share a meal. But the stranger has 
a terrible plan. ‘You murder my father, and I’ll murder your wife,’ he suggests. So begins Guy’s journey into a world 
of madness, lies and death.

9781405879620 The House of Stairs (MP3 
Audio CD Pack)

Barbara Vine British English 14374 1400 61 Twenty years ago a group of people lived in a house in London. One of them was murdered, but who was it? We 
slowly find out the truth, as the past, the present and the future join together in a frightening story.

9781292206288 Marvel's The Guardians of 
the Galaxy

American English 19,534 1700 88 When Peter Quill finds the Orb, he doesn’t know that it is a stone with unimaginable power that everyone is 
looking for. Soon he is being chased by outlaws and aliens. But the real enemy is Ronan the Accuser, who wants to 
use the Orb’s power to control the galaxy. Can Peter bring together a strange group of new friends and keep the 
Orb out of Ronan’s hands—or will Ronan win this fight?

9781292208220 Marvel's The Guardians of 
the Galaxy with MP3

American English 19,534 1700 88 When Peter Quill finds the Orb, he doesn’t know that it is a stone with unimaginable power that everyone is 
looking for. Soon he is being chased by outlaws and aliens. But the real enemy is Ronan the Accuser, who wants to 
use the Orb’s power to control the galaxy. Can Peter bring together a strange group of new friends and keep the 
Orb out of Ronan’s hands—or will Ronan win this fight?

9781292206295 Marvel's The Guardians of 
the Galaxy Vol.2

American English 20,336 1700 96 When the Guardians’ spaceship is attacked, a mysterious helper destroys their attackers. Who is Ego? What does 
he know about Peter Quill? And what are his terrible plans? Peter, Gamora, Drax, Rocket, and Groot—the 
Guardians of the Galaxy—have saved the galaxy once, but can they do it again?

9781292240756 Marvel's The Guardians of 
the Galaxy Vol.2 with MP3

American English 20,336 1700 96 When the Guardians’ spaceship is attacked, a mysterious helper destroys their attackers. Who is Ego? What does 
he know about Peter Quill? And what are his terrible plans? Peter, Gamora, Drax, Rocket, and Groot—the 
Guardians of the Galaxy—have saved the galaxy once, but can they do it again?

9781405879743 Seven (with MP3) Anthony Bruno American English 11376 1,700 72 Seven is a thrilling crime story about seven shocking murders and a killer inspired by the Seven Deadly Sins. Based 
on a major motion picture starring Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman.

9781408294338 King Solomon’s Mines (with 
MP3)

Sir H. Rider Haggard British English 17950 1,700 88 Sir Henry Curtis, Captain John Good and Allan Quatermain are travelling to the mysterious, unmapped heart of 
Africa. Sir Henry wants to find his missing brother. Quatermain wants to find King Solomon's secret treasure. Is Sir 
Henry's brother still alive? Will they find King Solomon's treasure? Does the treasure even exist...?

9781408294413 Shakespeare His Life and 
Plays (with MP3)

Will Fowler British English 14766 1,700 72 Shakespeare's plays are famous all over the world, but what do we know about his life? This fascinating book 
describes Shakespeare's life from the early times in Stratford, then as an actor and dramatist in London, to his 
final years.


